A HISTORY OF POLAND
the overtkow of the Tatars who overran the southern
plains of Russia. He actually subdued Smolensk and
compelled the allegiance of the republics of Novgorod
and Pskoff, but his ambitions were finally shattered at
Vorskla (1399) where he suffered a crushing defeat at
the hands of the Tatars. The campaign, ill-conceived
and ill-fated as it was, had the happy result however of
bringing Lithuania and Poland again into interdepend-
ence and union; and the Teutonic Knights, abandoned
by their ally Sigismund of Luxemburg, King^ of Hungary,
who had opposed Poland over the loss of Red Russia
but was induced to sue for peace at the imminence of a
conflict between Hungary and the Turks, were glad to
come to terms at Raciaz in 1404. By this treaty the
territory of Dobrzyn was restored to Poland in exchange
for a certain sum of money.
Nevertheless a decisive war was still imminent, and
the struggle was precipitated by WitohTs eager efforts to
recover die province of Zmudz thus lost through his
ambition. On July 15, 1410, die Polish forces led by
Jagiello, together with a great army of Lithuanians,
Rudienians, and Tatars under Witold, and a number of
Bohemians under Zizka, gave battle to the Teutonic
Order at Griinwald (in Polish Zidonc Pole) near
Tannenberg in Prussia, and won a great victory. Ulrich
vonjungingen, the Grand Master of the Order, was slain
with a host of his knights.
But diough die menace of the Order was definitely
destroyed by this defeat, Jagiello was prevented by the
withdrawal of Witold and his army from die field from
reaping die full fruits of the victory. Even his second
. success over the Knights, won single-handed at Koza-
nowo, did not avail him against the city of Malbork,
dieir capital and chief stronghold. The year following
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